
A lm o st ev e ry  d a y  fo r m a n y  y e a rs  n o w , I  h av e  w a lk e d  the  fe w  b lo c k s f rom  m y  a p a rtm e nt to  th e  S u b w a y  sta t io n  a t A sto r 
P la c e , to  ta k e  th e  6  tra in  u p to w n  to  w o rk . M o st o f th o se  y e a rs, ju st to  th e  so u th  o f  th e  s ta t io n  th e re  w a s a  p a rk in g  lo t.  E v e ry n o w  
a n d  th e n  I w o u ld  th in k  a b o u t h o w  g re a t th e  s ite  w a s fo r  a  g re a t b u ild in g; so m eth in g  th a t a d d e d  to  m y  n e ig h b o rh o o d  in  a  p o s itiv e  
w a y , e c o n o m ic a lly , c u ltu ra l ly  a n d  a e sth e tic a l ly . 

I  am  n o t su re  w h e n  o r h o w  I f in a lly  n o tic e d  th e  n e w  fe ca l m atte r d e p o site d  b y  G w a th m e y S ie g e l b ut I d o  rem em b e r m y  
b lu rtin g  o u t, “F u ck  c o n tex t in d e e d ”. I am  refe rrin g  h e re  to  th e  D e c em b e r 1 9 9 4  R em  K o olh a ss in te rv ie w  in  A rt F o ru m , w h e re  h e  is  
d isc u s s in g  h o w  m o d e rn ism  is  a ll a b o u t “fu ck in g  co n tex t”.  T h is  b u ild in g  s t il l le av e s  m e  liv id  w ith  ra g e  a s I m u st pa s s b y  th is  s te e l 
a n d  g la ss tu rd  o n  a  d a ily  b a s is . N o w  I u n d e rs ta n d  w h y  R o a rk  c om m its  a n  a c t o f  te rro r ism  in  th e  F o u n ta in h e a d  (a  fa sc is t b o o k  I 
o th e rw ise  d e sp ise ). I t  d efin e s a ll th a t is  g o in g  w ro n g  in  N e w  Y o rk , a rc h ite ctu ra lly . 

“ G re e n  M o n ste r”  is  th e  ti tle  o f P a ul G o lb e rg e r’s  M a y  2, 2 0 0 5  rev ie w  o f  th e  b u ild in g  in  th e  N e w  Y o rk e r. H e is  to o  k in d . 
G re e n  M o n stro s ity  w o u ld  h av e b e e n  a  b e tte r ti tle , b u t I  g u e s s th a t i t is  n o t a s p e rso n a l w ith  h im  a s it  is  w ith  m e.  

“ T h e first  th in g  y o u  th in k  w h en  yo u  se e  th e  n e w  lu xu ry  a p a rtm e n t b u ild in g  a t A sto r P la c e— a  s lic k , u n d u la tin g  
to w e r c la d  in  sp a rk ly  g re e n  g la ss— is th a t it d o e sn ’t b e lo n g  in  th e n e ig h b o rh o o d .”  A n d  y e t th e  sa d  th in g  is  th a t th e  b u ild in g  
tr ie s to  f it in . In  c o n c e p t th e b u ild in g  is  v e ry  s im ple . A  m a so n ry  c la d  b a se  (th e  su p p o se d  c o n te x tu a lism ? ) w ith  a  s te e l a n d  g la ss 
to w e r. B u t c le a rly  th is  is  w e ll b e y o n d  G w a th m e y ’s  ta le nt to  d ev elo p . T h e  b u ild in g  is  l ig h tw e ig h t b o th  lite ra lly  a n d  in te lle c tu a lly  a n d  
G o ld b e rg e r a lm o st c a p tu re s th e  in a d e q u e cy  o f th is  b u ild in g  b y  n o tin g , “ T h e  n e w  b u ild in g , d e sig n e d  b y C h a rle s G w a th m e y , is  
a n  e lf p ra n cin g  a m o n g  m e n .”  T o o  k in d  a c tu a lly , a s th e  b u id lin g  is  m o re  m aln o u r ish e d  th a n  e lf in . It  lo o k s a s  if th e  g la ss is  g o in g  
to  sh a tte r m e re ly  from  b ein g  in  th e  p re se n c e  of  th e  h e a v y m a so n ry  b u ild in g s a ro u n d  it. 
 G w a th m e y , “ … .w an te d  to  m a k e  fre e sta n d in g  sc u lp tu re . T h a t, in  itse lf,  w a s a  g o o d  id e a , e sp e c ia lly  a t a  tim e  w h e n  
so  m a n y  N e w  Y o rk  a p a rtm e n t b u ild in g s a re  k n o c k o ffs o f p re w a r b ric k  b o x e s, b a se d  o n  th e  id e a  th a t b le n d in g  in  is  th e  
g re a te st v irtu e .”  I d isa g re e  w ith  G old b e rg e r o n  th re e  co u n ts . C o n s id e rin g  th a t G w a th m y  is  a n  a rc h ite c t o f av era g e  a b ility  it  w o u ld  
h av e  b e e n  fa r b e tte r fo r h im  to  h av e  p ro d u c e d  a  d e c e n t b r ick  b ox . S e c o n d ly , a  fre e sta n d in g  sc u lp tu re  is  n o t a p p ro p r ia te  fo r th e  s ite  
a s th e  b u ild in g s to  th e  so u th  d o  n o t a llo w  fo r a  tru e  sc u lp tu re  in  th e  ro u n d . A  re l ie f sc u lp tu re  to  b e  v ie w e d  f rom  th re e  s id e s w o u ld  
h av e  b e e n  a  m o re a p p ro p r ia te  co n c e p t. T h ird ly , th e  iso la te d  m o d e rn is t ic o n , s ta n d in g  o u t a n d  a lo o f f rom  it ’s  su rro u n d in g s n e e d s to  
b e  k il le d o n ce  a n d  fo r  a ll .  

“ A t o n e  p o in t, h e  [G w a th m y]  to ld  m e  th a t th e  b u ild in g  w a s in sp ire d  b y  M ie s v a n  d e r R o h e’s  fa m o u s u n b u ilt 
d e sig n s fo r a  cu rv in g  g la ss sk y sc ra p e r.”  A c tu a lly , I g o t th e  im p re ss io n  th a t th e  b u ild in g  w a s m o re  a n  h om ag e  to  Jo h n  H e jd u k ’s  
w a ll h o u se s, w h ic h  m a k e s m o re  se n se  a s th e  b u ild in g  is  u p  a g a in st th e  e x te rio r w a lls  o f  th e  b u ild in g s  to  th e  so u th  a n d  o p p o site  
th e  C o o p e r U n io n  F o u n d a tio n  b u ild in g  w h e re  H e jd u k  w a s D e a n  o f  th e  a rch ite c tu re  sc h o o l fo r so  m a n y  y e a rs . B u t G w a thm y  d o e s 
n o t h av e th e  ta le n t to  tu rn  H e jd u k ’s  g ra p h ic  d e s ig n s in to  th re e  d im e n sio n s. A n d  th e  h u b ris  o f  try in g  to  re fe r to  a  g e n iu s  su c h  a s 
M ie s is  p a th e tic  a n d  la u g h a b le . Y o u  d am n e d  w e ll h a d  be tte r p ro d u c e  so m e th in g  g o o d  o r ke e p  y o u r m o u th  sh u t a b o u t y o u r so u rc e s  
o f in sp ira tio n . 

“Y e t th e a rc h ite c t d id n ’t fo llo w  M ie s e n o u g h . H e  p u t M ie s in  th e  m id d le, b u t n o t a t th e  b o tto m , w h e re  th e  sq u a t 
l im e sto n e  b a se  trie s  to o  h a rd  to  fit in to  th e  su rro u n d in g  stre e ts , o r a t th e  to p , w ith  its  c ro w n  o f m in ib o xe s.”  A c tu a lly , 
G o lb e rg e r is  w ro n g  h e re . T h e  p a rti  is  a n  a p p ro p ria te  o ne , b e g in n in g  w ith  n e ig h b o rh o o d  fo rm s. M a so n ry  o r  o th er h e av y m a ss in g  is  
re q u ire d  h e re . B u t th is  lim e sto n e  b o x  is  d u ll,  th e  s to n e  b e in g  tre a te d  a s a  m e re  sk in . W h y  b o th e r w ith  s to n e  if  y o u r a re  n o t g o in g  to  
c a rv e so m e  lig h t a n d  sh a d o w ?  M o st im p o rta n tly  th e re  is  n o  e x p lo ra tio n  o f th e  p o ss ib il it ie s  o f tra n s is t io n  from  ba se  to  to w e r.  

“ … .th e  h ig h ly re fle c tiv e  g la ss th e  a rc h ite c t c h o se  is  in e xp lic ab le . It  is  th e  so rt o f p a ste l h u e y o u  w o u ld  e x p e c t to  
se e  in  a  su b u rb an  o ffic e p a rk .”  A c tu a lly , h av in g  so  m u c h  tra sp a re n t g la ss w o u ld  h av e  p re se n te d  a  p ro b lem . If  a ll  th e  g la ss is  
tra n sp a re n t, y o u  g e t th e  f ish b o w l e ffe c t. W h y  som e  so rt o f  sy ste m  o f  tra n s lu c e n t a s w e ll a s  tra n sp a re n t g la ss w a s u se d  is  n o t 
c le a r. G o ld b e rg e r is  rig h t th o u g h . T h e  g la ss  is  e m b a rras s in g ly  c h e a p  lo o k in g . 

“ T h is b u ild in g  co u ld  h a v e  b e e n  o n e  o f th e  b e st n ew  b u ild in g s in  N e w  Y o rk— if o n ly  th e  a rc h ite c t h a d  k ep t it  
s im p le .”  N o , if  o n ly  th e  a rc h ite c t h a d  ta le n t. W h e n  is  it  g o in g  to  b e  a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t G w a th m e y S ie g e l a re  m e d io c r it ie s?  S h o u ld  
n o t th e  d e se c ra tio n  of th e  G u g g e n h e im  b e  ev id e n c e  e no u g h ?   A n d  w h a t d o e s h e  m e a n  b y m a kin g  th is  b u ild in g  s im p le r?  O n e  
c a n n o t d e a l a d e q u a te ly  w ith  a  c om plex  c o n tex t b y  d e s ig n in g  so m e th in g  s im p le . O h , y o u  c a n  h av e  s im plic ity  o f fo rm  b u t n o t a  
s im plic ity  o f re la tio n sh ip  to  th e  su rro u n d in g  n e ig h b o rh o o d . 

A n d  d o  n o t g e t m e  sta rte d  a b o u t th e  inv a s io n  o f th e  r ich  fo lk s th is  b u ild in g  ex p re sse s so  o b n o x io u s ly . I t is  o n e  m o re 
f lip p in g  of th e  b ird  a t u s w o rk in g  c la ss  fo lk s w h o  h av e  be e n  h e re  fo r so  lo n g . 

R O A R K  IT !!!  


